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APPLICATION FOR STATE RESEARCH FUNDING FOR 2026 

Regional Research Committee for University-level Health Research in the 

Eastern Finland Collaborative Area announces a call for applications for State 

Research Funding (VTR) for university-level health research for the year 2026. 

 

The application period begins on Wednesday, 7 January 2026, and ends on 

Friday, 6 February 2026 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

State Research Funding (VTR) is allocated to university-level health research 

projects in accordance with the Health Care Act (1326/2010 and 581/2022). 

Research projects must align with the objectives and priority areas of university-

level health research defined by the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health and the 

regional research committees for university-level health research (Decree of the 

Ministry of Social Affairs and Health on University-Level Health Research for the 

years 2024-2027, 66/2024) 

The organizations eligible to apply for State Research Funding are listed in Section 

61(3) of the Health Care Act (1326/2010) and in the Decree of the Ministry of Social 

Affairs and Health on Service Providers Eligible for Funding for University-Level 

Health Research (375/2022). 

Applications must be based on research projects that are administered and 

implemented in organizations eligible for State Research funding within the Eastern 

Finland Collaborative Area. Each project must have a person in charge. The 

applicant/person in charge must be genuinely employed by applicant organization 

eligible for State Research funding within the Eastern Finland Collaborative Area 

with a minimum employment or official relationship of at least 20% during the 

application, evaluation, decision-making, and funding utilization periods. 

 

Application Categories 

 

1) Research Projects / Docent Level 

Applicants must be individuals who have completed the qualifications for docent 

status by the end of the application period. 

https://www.finlex.fi/fi/lainsaadanto/2010/1326
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/lainsaadanto/saadoskokoelma/2022/581
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/2024/20240066
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/2024/20240066
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/2024/20240066
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/lainsaadanto/2010/1326
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/lainsaadanto/saadoskokoelma/2022/375


  

Call for applications 2 (3) 

Science Service Center 15.12.2025  

 

 

Puijonlaaksontie 2, P.O.Box 1711, 70211 KUOPIO, Finland 
 

In addition, the research committee will award funding to one research project in the 

docent-level category that is considered the most innovative (the so-called “joker 

category”). 

• Funding will be granted to the research project whose research plan is 

assessed as the most innovative by the research committee and external 

reviewers among those applications that would otherwise not receive funding 

in the docent-level research project category. 

 

2) Research Projects / Doctoral Level 

Applicants must be individuals who have completed a doctoral degree by the end of 

the application period. 

 

3) Doctoral Thesis Research Projects 

Applicants must be individuals pursuing a doctoral degree. A doctoral thesis 

researcher may apply for funding only for their own salary and for a maximum 

period of six (6) months. 

 

 

Submitting the Application 

 

Applications must be submitted electronically via the eTutkija system. One signed 

original copy (the application form printed from eTutkija and signed, together with 

the application appendices) must be delivered by Friday, 6 February 2026 at 3:00 

p.m. to the following address: 

 

Wellbeing Services County of North Savo 

Regional Committee for University-Level Health Research 

Registry Office, KUH, Main Lobby 

P.O. Box 1711 

FI-70211 KUOPIO 

 

The Registry Office is open from Tuesday to Thursday from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. On 

Mondays and Fridays, customer service at the Registry Office is closed. When the 

Registry Office is closed, applications may be submitted to the lobby services of the 

KUH main lobby, which is open on weekdays from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

https://omakys.fi/ammattilainen
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Regional Research Committee for University-Level Health Research in the Eastern Finland 

Collaborative Area 

 

 

Further Information 

• Expert Kristiina Nerg, tel. +358 44 717 4950 

• Science Service Coordinators: 

o Helena Mustonen, tel. +358 44 717 6040 

o Irma Ihalainen, tel. +358 44 711 3750 

Email addresses: Firstname.Lastname (at) pshyvinvointialue.fi 

 

 

 

 

 

  


